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Rural Mail Delivery.—A system of rural mail delivery was inaugurated in 
Canada on Oct. 10, 1908, limited at that time to existing stage routes, persons 
residing on such routes being entitled to have mail boxes put up in which the mail 
carrier was to deposit mail matter and from which he was to collect mail matter 
and carry it to the post office. As a consequence of the public approval of this 
scheme, new regulations, taking effect on Apr. 1, 1912, made all persons residing 
in rural districts along and contiguous to well-defined main thoroughfares of one 
mile and upwards eligible to receive their mail in this manner, while couriers of 
rural mail routes were also required to sell postage stamps and take applications 
for and accept money, money orders and postal notes. The result has been an 
increase in the number of rural routes from approximately 900 in 1912 to 3,787 in 
1926, having 199,809 mail boxes as against approximately 25,000 in 1912.. The 
establishment of these routes has been an important factor in the amelioration of the 
conditions of Canadian rural life. 

Statistics.—Tables 79 to 81 show the number of post offices in operation in 
Canada in the last five years, the gross revenue in all offices collecting $10,000 and 
upwards in 1926 and 1927, and the revenue and expenditure of the Department 
since 1890. 

79.—Number of Post Offices in Operation in the several Provinces of Canada, Mar. 
31,1923-1927. 
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80.—Statistics of Gross Postal Revenue of Offices collecting $10,000 and upwards, 
for the fiscal years ended Mar. 31,1926 and 1927. 
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